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[Abstract)

This article explores the countermeasures taken by Japan and its allies
in response to China’s increased aid diplomacy towards Pacific Islands. In
its pursuit of becoming a sea power, China has actively enhanced its power
projection capabilities and proposed the “21st Century Maritime Silk Road”
initiative to build a sea lane. Subsequently, it included Pacific Islands in
the southern route of the initiative. China’s diplomatic offensive to expand
its influence over Pacific Islands has raised concerns in Japan, the United
States, Australia, New Zealand and other countries, prompting them to
propose countermeasures. In addition to its “Pacific Partnership Strategy,”
which strengthens relations with Pacific Islands, the United States has also
established the “Blue Pacific Partnership” initiative with allies including
Japan, Australia, New Zealand, and the United Kingdom. Australia and New
Zealand, seeking to maintain their existing advantages over Pacific Islands,
have respectively proposed the “Pacific Upgrade” and “Pacific Reset”
policies. Japan, meanwhile, has established the “Committee for Promoting
Cooperation with Pacific Islands,” an interagency mechanism dedicated to
reviewing and formulating aid policies for Pacific Islands, aiming to weaken
China’s influence. The final conclusion points out that Trump 2.0’s freezing of
the Biden administration’s aid policies to island nations will weaken Japan’s

ability to counter China’s expanding influence in those countries.
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